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� � � � � �sort of an �exploded� mosaic.  Rather than focusing on each of us being a  
      part of our NALS mosaic, as I did before, this piece instead clarifies that no 
matter how many little things make up the mosaic of each individual, no single one of those things, nor all of 
them together, is what truly makes us us. 
 
 No author was credited in the version I read, and I have been unable to locate one since, but rest 
assured that mine was not the insightful mind who created this delicious food for thought. 
 

 You are not your bra size, nor are you the width of your waist, nor are you the slenderness of your calves.  You 
are neither your hair color, nor your skin color, nor are you a shade of lipstick.  Your shoe size is of no 
consequence.  You are not defined by the amount of attention you receive from males, females, or any 
combination thereof.  You are not the number of sit-ups you can do, nor are you the number of calories you 
consume in a day.  You are neither your mustache, nor the hair on your legs.  You are not a little red dress.  You 
are no amalgam of these things. 
 
 You are the content of your character.  You are the ambitions that drive you and the goals that you set.  You 
are the things that make you laugh and the words you say.  You are the thoughts you think and the things you 
wonder.  You are beautiful and desirable not for those with whom you associate, but for the spark of life within you 
that compels you to make your life full and meaningful. 
 
 You are beautiful not for the shape, size, or color of your vessel, but for the volume of the soul it carries. 
                     -Author Unknown 

 With so many beautiful members, the NALS of Missouri mosaic can only be beautiful!  
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���Fall is finally here!  Ironically, despite the allergies that have come to plague 
me as I age, it is one of my favorite seasons - competing with Spring, both 
with the allergies and the favoritism.  And with the change of seasons comes 
. . . the next issue of The Briefcase.  I usually enjoy coming up with material 
for articles or reports, but I struggled with writer�s block this time.  Not too long 
ago, I came across this inspirational little piece that I decided to share - 
not because it has any legal substance at all - but because it struck me as�
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The Briefcase is a publication of NALS of Missouri, a chartered state association of NALS...the association for legal professionals.  The materials 
contained herein are provided for general education purposes; they are not intended to, and do not constitute, legal advice.  Permission to reproduce 
material appearing in The Briefcase must be obtained from the Editor.  NALS of Missouri assumes no responsibility for the opinions and/or points of view 
expressed by contributors, and endorses no item or service other than those under the auspices of the Association.  Association membership dues 
include a subscription to The Briefcase.  See www.nalsofmissouri.org/membership.htm for membership info. 
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PRESIDENT 
KAREN KUBIAK, PP PLS 

karenkubiak@hotmail.com 
 636.239.3696 

 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
MARSHA SMITHERMAN, PP PLS 

marshabud@live.com 
816.221-9000 

SECRETARY 
NICHOLA ENGLE, PP PLS  

npeoffice@yahoo.com  
816.436.4707 

 

TREASURER 
CHRISTY WITTMAIER 
Christy@frvlaw.com  

   417.864.6684 
 

LEGAL EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
CHERYL NEELEY 

cneeley@shb.com  
   816.474.6550 

MARKETING DIRECTOR 
SHELLY KUNZ 

shelly.kunz@ogletreedeakins.com 
816.471.1301 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
JOYCE BASSETT, PP PLS 

jbassett@kc.rr.com  
   913.585.1262 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 
JULIE POINTER, PP PLS 

1juliepls@att.net 
   618.239.3636 

EXECUTIVE ADVISOR 
WENDY LATHAM, PP PLS 

wlatham@yhti.net 
   636.239.1616 
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� The Fall Membership Meeting was set in scenic Osage Beach, Missouri, at the Resort at Port 
Arrowhead.  Just west of Bagnell Damn, the Resort provided comfortable meeting space and a dining room 
that offered an intimate view of the Lake of the Ozarks.  About 30 people attended and enjoyed the setting 
and the events. 

Our Welcome Party, sponsored by Gore-Perry Reporting & Video, featured a tasty assortment of hors 
d�ouevres and a presentation by Doris Compton, NALS Secretary-Treasurer, on how to give an elevator 
speech�one that can be given in 30 to 60 seconds, when you have someone�s ear, but not for long.  Hers 
featured the history and accomplishments of NALS, starting with Eula Mae Jett and ending with a quick 
summary of today�s NALS organization and what it offers to legal support professionals.  Doris also toured 
from table to table, chatting with the members present about issues they�ve encountered in recruiting new 
members. 

Saturday�s meetings, although plagued by speaker nonappearances, gave a strong demonstration of 
how NALS inspires its members with ingenuity and grace under fire.  When the first two speakers failed to 
appear�one has since indicated to us that he was very ill and attempted to find a replacement speaker, but 
failed�Cheryl Neeley presented, first, the history and governmental structure of the Prairie Band of the 
Potawatomi nation, along with a discussion of how legal ethics have begun to make inroads into tribal court 
settings.  When the second speaker failed to appear, Cheryl presented the history and development of the 
Bagnell Dam and material on the Missouri Dams Act. 

Lieutenant Rex M. Scism of the Missouri Highway Patrol, Gaming Division, spoke on the structure 
and function of the Gaming Division.  The Gaming Division, completely funded by the gaming industry, 
provides investigators to explore reports of wrongdoing of all types at the Missouri casinos.  Over 100 
investigators, complete with necessary equipment, are funded to stay on top of things at Missouri�s gambling 
establishments. 

Hilary Casel, Esq, with Thomson Reuters, the parent company of Westlaw, offered a special 
presentation of Westlaw Next, the next generation of Westlaw research for law offices.  Special features that 
allow for checking and correcting citations, the ability to research documents in the public record, the ability 
to electronically annotate documents pulled up through Westlaw, and a variety of other cutting-edge features 
are included in the package. 

 Finally, Mark Webb of the Cisar Law Firm presented ethics with a twist.  He focused on the rules of 
privilege and inadvertent disclosure�the accidental disclosure of client information to someone not entitled 
to that information.  The problem of handling accidental transmission to opposing counsel was an important 
part of his presentation; the solution is immediate notice, which may effectively stop the opposing party from 
going through the information he or she should not have received and facilitate the return of the information 
to its proper home. 

A quick membership meeting ended the seminar, with a review of activities of the Board of Directors 
and chairs of NALS of Missouri committees.  The reports of the chairs and directors will be posted on the 
NALS of Missouri website.  The finalized minutes for the Annual Membership Meeting will also be posted on 
the website.   

In addition, Kathy Sharp spoke about the progress of the Region 6 meeting plans for 2012.  The 
meeting is set for St. Louis, but due to factors beyond NALS of Missouri control, the hotel has not yet been 
named.  Kathy plans to continue with other aspects of meeting planning that can be carried out in the 
meantime.  Cheryl Neeley reminded us to get in our $5.00 to earn our place as supporting �Mosaics� for The 
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Briefcase.  A final count for Joplin Relief was announced, some last minute additions were made (the speaker 
honoraria for the two missing speakers were donated to the Joplin Relief effort and HALPA pitched in an 
additional donation), and the final donation was $300.00. 

 We are pleased to announce that next year�s Fall Membership Meeting will again be sponsored by the 
NALS of Missouri Board of Directors and will keep you updated as those plans take shape.  Meanwhile, Peggy 
Sullivan reports that plans are moving along nicely for the Winter Membership Meeting, and Cheryl Neeley, just 
appointed Annual Meeting Chair for next year�s event, stated that plans were moving along nicely there as well.  
Both meetings will be held in Kansas City.  More information on the Winter Meeting appears in this issue of The 
Briefcase.   

 Doris Compton, NALS Secretary-Treasurer, reminded us that this year�s voting on the NALS national 
slate will be held electronically.  The e-mail announcing the process and linking to the information on the 
individual candidates went out this week, and ballots will follow soon.  Watch your e-mail address for the balloting 
program.  Be sure to allot enough time to review the candidate materials ahead of time and have your notes on 
the candidates of your choice with you when you vote.  Be ready to vote without interruption, as an interruption 
in the voting program, according to NALS members who were involved in testing the system, may shut down the 
program and cost you your vote. 

   I look forward to seeing you all at the Winter Membership Meeting in Kansas City, if not sooner.   
� � � � � � � � � � � � � ���������
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JOIN US ON A WINTER CRUISE! 

       KCLSA will be hosting the Winter Membership Meeting on February 10-11, 2012, at the Holiday Inn 
Express & Suites Sports Complex Area, 8551 E. Blue Parkway, Kansas City, MO 64133 (close to 435 and 
350 Hwy, Raytown).  Room rates are $79.  This is a very new hotel located near I-435 and Hwy 350 
(southeast part of Kansas City). 
 
      Speakers are being contacted.  We will also make arrangements with a restaurant for our usual Saturday 
evening outing.  The registration form can be found in this issue of The Briefcase. 
 
 

Autumn in Osage Beach (continued) 
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